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POETRY. 


LINES TO DEATH. 


‘How chilly thy bed, and how dreary thy regions! 

What darkness surrounds thee! how boundless thy reign! 
How rueful thy waters! and, what numberless legions 
Go, shivering down to thy gloomy domain! 


‘The sage and the hero thou takest, nor sparest 
The wife of the bosom, the child of the heart; 
And often, alas! are the friends we love dearest, 
The first who submit to thy terrible dart. 


‘How our nature starts back from that moment of an- 
guish 

And hope is the last that submits to the blow; 

Even those who in sorrow and poverty languish, 

Are afraid of thy coming, and deem thee their foe. 


‘The Christian, alone, redeem’d from life’s errors, 
Can meet thee with courage and cheerfully sing, 
O grave, thou art vanquish’d, and where are thy terrors’ 
O death, thou art conquer’d, and where is thy sting?” 
[ Manley. 


ORIGINAL ESSAYS. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
NUMBER IV. 


NECESSITY OF ENTERPRIZE AND APPLICATION 


IN RELIGIOUS MATTERS. 


Mr. Editor—In pursuits of a worldly character, those 
who are wise and prudent in their generation, keep 
hidden their ultimate objects, and prepare themselves to 
endure hardships and encounter opposition, with pa- 
tience, courage and perseverance. Their plans are well 
matured, and laid in wisdom; regarding alike the ob- 
ject of their pursuit, and the means necessary for its ac- 
complishment. They carefully observe the times and 
the seasons ; leaving no opportunity pass unnoticed, nor 
circumstance transpire, without an effort on their part, 
to render it subservient to the end they contemplate.— 
Fixed in their purposes and prompt in their decisions, 
they are not easily to be moved and discouraged. Even 
when the object is unjust and dishonourable, so intent 
are they upon its attainment, that neither the considera- 
tion of virtuous honour, the expostulations of friends, 
the solemn admonitions of providence, nor the frequent 
remonstrances of conscience, can dissuade or divert 
them from their favourite pursuit. Gain, power, fame, 
or sensual pleasures, employ their thoughts day and 
night; they prosecute them early and late through in- 
eessant labourings and watchings,and amidst.all obstacles 
and hazards. Any occasional negligence or inattention 
is succeeded by renewed ardour, diligence and circum. 
spection. 

Thus are “the children of this world wiser in their 
veneration than the children of the light.” It becomes 
ns solemnly to pause, and inquire why this spiritual 
stupor, Which seems to have seized many christian pro- 
fessors. Is the cause of God less calculated to excite 
the attention, the diligence, the interesting zeal and de- 
votedness of the Christian? Do not the principles of re- 
ligious liberty, a$ interwoven with our economy, assume 
claims on our attention, paramount to considerations of 
a worldly nature? And ought not the members and 
friends of the Methodist Protestant Church, in advocat- 
ing its claims, and defending its principles and institu- 
tions, enter upon the work with the deliberation which 
our Saviour expresseth, by “‘sitting down and counting the 
cost.” The nation that goeth to war, without comparing 
its strength with that of its enemy, may reasonably ex- 


pect a discomfiture. The man who commences a build- 
ing, without making an accurate estimate of the proba- 
ble expense, will never finish it with credit to himself. 
We should most certainly as a religious community, “sit 
down and count the cost,’—make an estimate of the 
conflicts to which we are liable,—the sacrifices which 
we will be called upon to make,—the particular foes 
with whom we are to contend,—the means necessary to 
be provided for the accomplishment of the end we have 
in view. We should make such a disposition of our re- 
sources, as will tend to secure all the advantages we 
contemplated in the organization of our Church. And 
here we will make 


A FEW OBSERVATIONS ON SOME OF THE CIRCUM- 
STANCES CONNECTED WITH OUR’ PRESENT 
STATE AS A CHURCH. 


By contrasting the advantages of our economy, with 
the disadvantages growing out of the M. E. Church, 
from which many of us were driven by the high hand of 
persecution, but from which the greater part of us volun- 
tarily seceded; we shall be better able to appreciate the 
circumstances under which we are placed, an@ feel the 
necessity of standing in ovr place and contributing 
cheerfully to the furtherance of our cause. 


There can be no doubt, that the want of proper in- 
formation, in relation to the causes which gave rise to 
the formation of our Church, is one great reason why 
we have not extended our borders more widely, and as- 
sumed a more commanding influence in different sections 
of the’country. Much, indeed, has been ably written 
upon this subject in time past; but it will be recollected 
that our periodicals were limited in their circulation, 
and bésides, we then had no permanent system of gov- 
ernment for our Societies, but were merely experiment- 
ing principles. It is otherwise at present; for through 
the blessing of Almighty God, our Jate Convention suc- 
ceeded in framing a system of Church government, 
which, while it has excited the admiration of our friends, 
and strengthened the confidence of our members in the 
wisdom of their representatives, has put our opponents 
to their wits’ end to find objections, bearing the least 
semblance of plausibility. Thus far, their unfair criti- 
cisms, (which indeed are nothing but a second edition of 
the malignant and sophistical strictures, made upon 
“the Conventional articlés,’’) have proved that the in- 
strument is fraught with intelligence, and embodies prin- 
ciples, which will stand the test of the severest scrutiny, 
and have their excellence more and more developed by 
the opposition of those who are so averse to the 
principles of religious liberty. 

We are not astonished or disappointed, in finding the 
authorities of the M. E. Church betraying a want ef 
brotherly affection in all their writings; for, the Consti- 
tution and Discipline of the Methodist Protestant 
Church presents such ‘‘an equitable adjustment of 
church right and privileges, guarding alike the interests 
of the ministers and members,”’ that it must naturally 
beget in the minds of their intelligent members a secret 
disgust to the unjustifiable encroachments of their minis- 
try; anda feeling of repugnance to the instrument,which 
places in its hands such irresponsible powers. Nor 
can they refrain from admitting, that we have been 
made eminently instrumental in the advancement and 
extension of the cause of religion. The instances of 
our success have been too numerous and too conspicu- 
ous, to admit of a doubt upon this point. At the same 
time, the character of our ministers and members, and 
the purity of our principles are established upon a basis, 
too firm to be shaken by the breath of calumny.— 
These principles have been propagated with a zeal, and 
enforced with an ardour, indicative of that spiritual life 
and vigour, they are so well calculated to inspire,—and 


with a degree of success unparallelled in the annals of 


modern Church history. This we purpose hereafter to 
demonstrate. Meantime we may be excused if we at- 
tempt to anticipate future results. 


GLANCE AT FUTURITY. 


Let us advert, for a moment, to the influence our 
system of government is already exerting, in controlling 
the rapid strides of Episcopacy in the old Church. Al- 
ready have its authorities been brought to feel, even in 
the very bosom of their community, that the force of our 
example is not light. Would the Churches in Philadel- 
phia have rejected, with impunity, the appointments of 
their Bishops a few years since? Surely not. And de- 
pend upon it, this is only the harbinger of good things 
yet tocome. We fearlessly predict that, in a few years, 
the old Church wi]l be compelled by the force of cir- 
cumstances it cannot control, to follow in our wake. 
What wonder then, that placed in such a dilemma, the 
powers that hitherto have walked upon the whirlwinds, 
and directed the storm, should feel deeply mortified, and 
in the moment of their desperation, openly manifest 
their wrath against an establishment, which silently, but 
not ineffectively, is instilling the pure principles of spi- 
ritual liberty into the minds of their community, and pro- 
voking it to assert its rights, and maintain its claims 
with courage and independence, worthy of Christian 
freemen. 

The authorities of the old Church are now robbed of 
their former boasting and glory: they can no longer 
persuade their own members or this enlightened com- 
munity, that the success of religion depends upon the 
circumstance, of lodging in the hands of a few men, 
the legislative, judicial, and executive powers of the 
Church;—or, that an efficient Itinerancy cannot be per- 
petuated other than by this means. The people see 
and understand better things. We have planted Churches 
along-side of theirs; and those who are not blinded by in- 
vincible ignorance, or deep-rooted prejudices, cannot but 
perceive, that the ‘‘admission of the lay brethren to a 
due share of influence in the deliberative assemblies of 
the Church, is a most excellent feature in our economy;”’ 
one, Which‘cannot be dispensed with without serious and 
fatal injury to our Itinerant operations. 

The Itinerant preachers of the M. E. Church find 
themselves placed in a strait betwixt two things:—If 
they persevere in exercising an undue influence, in con- 
trolling the wishes of their people, they lay themselves 
open to the charge of ruling with despotic sway,—if 
they accede to the wishes of the people, they fly in the 
face of their own discipline. However, the latter 
course they are now pursuing, to silence the murmurs of 
the intelligent part of their Societies. It is a fact, 
worthy of notice, that, since the organization of the new 
Church, in almost every place where they have formed 
classes, they grant their people the right or liberty of 
choosing their own leaders: yet, in their official papers 
they deny the propriety of the measure, It can be prov- 
ed also, that to quiet the clamours of their members and 
to prevent many valuable persons from withdrawing 
from their fellowship,—they tell them the next General 
Conference will, in all probability, make the needful al- 
terations. Suppose this to be true,—what then? Will 
it not be an acknowledgment, that they acted unjustifia- 
bly in expelling their members, heretofore, for writing 
in defence of free principles? And will it not carry 
conviction to the minds of the well-informed, that all 
this opposition to us has been without sufficient cause?— 
And will not their members, then, see the necessity of 
stepping into the ranks of those, who in fact shall have 
compelled the powers that be, to submit to such regula- 
tions. 

Thousands are looking forward with interest to the 
sitting of the next General Conference, and not without 
good reasons. It will be a crisis in the history of Meth- 


| odism, without a parallel,—but more of this hereafter. At 
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minds to be, that the organization of the Methodist Protest- 
ant Church,wil} have prevented very serious and alarming 
innovations upon the civil and religious liberties of our 
highly favoured land. Our opponents are remarkably 
sensitive upon this point. They wax wroth whenever 
we hint at the dadgerous possibility of their community 
influencing the politics of the country. But to some of 
us, who have been acquainted with the secret mancuvre- 
ings of their authorities, itis a very reasonable thing.— 
We shal! be excused in saying, that we cannot see sufli- 
cient reason to disbelieve, that an anti-representalive man 
in Churgh, will be an anti-representative man in State.— 
And if at any time an individual of this description 
should be elevated to the highest seat of honour and 
authority in our National Government, (which we think 
is looked for, as an individual, fearlessly espousing 
those sentiments, has been already nominated,) we may 
begin justly to fear and tremble. | 

But, however alarming this subject has heretofore 
been to the friends of civil and religious liberty, we 
have reason to believe that the march of ecclesiastical 
encroachment has been retarded, and the defenders of 
priestly assumptions somewhat awed by the overwhelm- 
ing voice of public opinion. And no doubt, unborn gen- 
erations, looking back upon these times, will pity those, 
who in this enlightened period of the world, are striving 
to give permanency to long exploded principles, and 
plead for a state of things so every way contrary to the 
grand charter of our freedom, and to the principles of 
the New Testament. ne 


For the Methodist Protestant 


SOME REASONS WHY RELIGIOUS EFFORTS ARE 
NECESSARY TO SUCCESS, AND ARE MADE SUC- 
CESSFUL. 


1. Fervent prayer and active exertion for the estab- 
lishment of the Redeemer’s kingdom upon earth, are 
necessary, that we may do the will of our Heavenly 
Father: for “herein is the Father glorified, that we bear 
much fruit.” Fervent prayer and active exertion are 
also necessarv, as an evidence of our own sincerity. If 
we have never prayed for others, we have never yet 
prayed for ourselves as we should pray: if we have never 
rejoiced when we have heard of the repentance of others, 
we have never repented in our own persons, nor have 
the angels in heaven ever rejoiced ia our repentance: if 
we have never felt an‘futerest in the salvation of others, 
we are destitute of that zeal which is a necessary con- 
ecomitant of a saving faith, and we need salvation our- 
selves. Fervent prayer and active exertion are also es- 
sential to our comfort. 

2. God is generally pleased to bestow the consolations 
of religion upon His people in exact proportion to their 
zeal, forthe spiritual good of others. In teaching others, 
we are taught ourselves: in watering others our own 
souls are watered, and refreshed with the dew of divine 
grace. “If any man,” says Christ, “‘serve me, him will 
my father honour.” 

3. Fervent prayer and active exertion in behalf of 
the spiritual interests of others, are to be persevered in, 
because our labour cannot be in vain in the Lord. Let 
us evince the sincerity of our prayers by the vigour of 
our exertions: and let us be “steadfast, unmoveable, al- 
ways abounding in the work of the Lord, for as much as 
we know that our labour is not in Vain in the Lord.” 

COMPILER. 


DIALOGUES. 


For the Methudist Protestant. 
NUMBER I. 


BIALOGUE BETWEEN REASON AND AUTHORITY. 


Reason.—Of your pretensions as an itinerant minister, 
I shall be able to jud aiter having heard them from 
your own mouth. You have never in any character 
been slow of speech. 

futhority.—\ am always delighted when you approve 
my just government. JI have especial regard to your 
consent in all my enactments; and, have long ago con- 
vinced the world that my wide administration in all its 
interests and your sanctions, are precisely at one. Were 
not these things so, I could vever, in this country, gov- 
ern in my own right. 

Reason.—What then must be your surprize: I never 
approved.of any of your doings in this country. In 
founding your government, you utterly rejected my 
counsels; despising the principle of a mutual compact, 
you subjected christian people to a condition of uncon- 
ditional submission to yourself. Could you have done 


rp 


sent we close by declaring the conviction of our own | 


more to banish me from the face of the earth? I have 
known and contradicted your assertion, that I interpret 
the Scriptures so as to justify even your disregard of 
myself. 

Authority.—If you will not approve my doings for the 
good of mankind, you will be ashamed to deny my 
claims to disinterestedness. 1 siand on the Scriptures. 

Reason.—Be pleased to read Matt. xx. 25-28. Mark 
x. 42-45. Luke xxii. 25-27. What say you? Is the 
title to religious liberty vested in you by these Scrip- 
tures? What think you of your character as a benefactor’ 

Authority.—The government has always been the best 
that circumstances would allow; and, if not wholly 
scriptural and reasonable, it was, and is, expedient.— 
Ah! indeed, if a church were fit for the government of 
the scriptures and reason, I should not be in existence: 
But, mine is not—and, therefore, as the government was 
the gift of my beneficence, you, even you yourself, must 
award to me the honorable distinction of a Benefactor. 
Nor is the government wanting of the nature of a con- 
tract, inasmuch as it permits expatriation on the part of 
the people,and of excommunication on my part. Besides, 
I have denied myself the privilege of subverting any of 
the fundamental principles on which the government is 
founded. I cannot do away episcopacy—indeed, I can- 
not doubt of my wisdom and goodness, even in the ab- 
sence of your approbation, seeing that I cannot abolish 
what I myself granted. So that, if my oversight ex- 
tends beyond the liberties of mankind, it likewise ex- 
tends beyond my own liberty. 

Reason.—\f you have regarded me at all, why have 
you excluded representation of the people? 

Authority.—I permit the people to partake in the gov- 
erament without representation. 

Reason.—How true to your character. You permitted 
the people to expel their brethren, in Baltimore, Lynch- 
burg, and Cincinnati, declaring in your own person at 
Annual Conferences, and at the General Conference, 
“I, Authority, did these things in self-defence, I did so.” 

luthority.x—Doubtless you must admit that a religious 
body, tending to the undergoing of perpetual change in 
an indefinite series of transformations, must at last de- 
stroy my existence and become an object of scorn to the 
whole world. Therefore, if a part of my subjects 
would persist in forever clamouring for change, they 
must be cut off from the body as contentious and un- 
sound, as unworthy of my protection. Can you refuse 
to sanction such a procedure? My safety, I declare, 
demanded the exercise of the knife of excision. Pity 
could have no place. Now, I am grieved at the then 
necessity. Schism has succeeded rebellion. Yet will 
not I repent. | 

Reason.—But the people asked only for representa- 
tion. 

-luthority.—To representation you are very friendly, 
and by consequence inimical to me. Now, while I ap- 
prove of your principles in the civil constitution of this 
country, | must remind you that natural, and civil, and 
political rights, and those which are ecclesiastical, are 
altogether distinct—and irreconcilable. I shall com- 
mend your principles in their legitimate application; but 
shall never profess them in any degree destructive of 
myself. The natural right of self-preservation justifies 
the adoption of all sorts of measures of vigilance and 
precaution; and, itis manifestly inequitable that those 
who do not fill the entire duties of subjects, should lay 
claim to my guardianship and continual protection.— 
Not that I would deny all privileges and immunities. 

Reason.—} do not understand you. 

eluthority.—My foundations rest not upon a worldly or 
political theory, but upon the broadest platform of itin- 
erancy and expediency. Religion is its resting place. 
I marvel not that you cannot understand me. -There are 
several branches of the family of reason. I prefer the 
elder, and go back to the times of the patriarchs. An 
ecclesiastical system which is to operate for the benefit 
of anew countsy and arecently formed civil constitu- 
tion, shou'd come forward in the venerable robes of an- 
tiquity. Of all things, I hate your men of spurious lib- 
erality—wour irrefragably established innovatists. You 
see, nothing is so evident, that the people must be what 
they are, or I shal] cease to be. 

Reason.—Perhaps Lean guess at your meaning. As 
your foundations lie deep in your right of religion, do 
you admit that terms of religious communion should be 
as large and liberal as may be consistent with integrity 
of doctrine and discipline? (You will please excuse my 
plraseology, as common courtesy demands the use of 
language becoming the presence of so great a per- 
sonage. ) 

“luthority.—I answer your question in the affirmative. 
But I must prescribe all terms, declare all order, decide 
on all consistency, judge of all doctrines, and make, 
expound, and administer all discipline. Conscience! O 


conscience! My conscience is involved in these mat- 


ters, for as much as there is lying upon me one of the 
oldest moral obligations in the whole world. — 

Reason.—But you have not always admitted that, 
whether or not your terms and order, &c. are what they 
should be, is a question at all times fairly open for free 
and temperate discussion? 

Authority.—Certainly. You quite mistake me. Why 
I only prescribed the limits of this liberty, and decided 
as to the fairness and temperance of these discussions. 
Could I have been true to myself had I done less? The 
people were departing from my protection and girding 
themselves for desperate adventures! Could 1 refrain 
from putting forth my disinterested resistance, and put- 
ting down the infatuated Ignorants? The public expect- 
ed thus much at my hands. But you—howbeit who can 
wonder—you went about whispering that I am the ene- 
my of speech and the press. Now be it known to you, 
and to all whom it may concern—That I say what I 
please, and I print and publish whatI please. It is truly 
astonishing that any one should suppose that 1 am op- 
posed to free inquiry, when I never in my long life pre- 
tended to do more than to prescribe the subjects to be 
discussed, and the medium and the manner of the dis- 
cussion. But to have every heterodox person thrusting 
his piece of iron into the fire, and thence, on the anvil, 
and pounding away, regardless of the sparks scattered 
on the spectators --1 could have it not. “I wronged 
no man—I defrauded no man.” 

Reason.—Meditate on the wrongs you have inflicted 
on the liberties, feelings, understandings, and bodies of 
individuals, and families, and communities, in your dif- 
ferent characters of king and priest; and abdicate in 
1832. Your doom is sealed I do assure you. 


vos 


MINISTERS’ DEPARTMENT. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
MINISTERIAL QUALIFICATIONS. 


Is moral courage of an elevated character, necessary to a 
gospel minister? 


The following is an extract from an essay entitled, 
‘Thoughts on the mental and moral character of Chris- 
tian Ministers,” published in the April No. of the Bibli- 
cal Repertory and Theological Review. Believing it to 
be admirably adapted to the existing state of things; I 
copy it for insertion in the Methodist Protestant; and as 
the work is not often in the hands of our ministers, 
they-will, no doubt, be pleased to meet with the fol- 
lowing sentiments. 

‘‘A degree of moral courage, quite peculiar in its ex- 
tent, is an essential requisite of ministerial character. 
We fear this subject is not aiways appreciated. To 
show the danger of deception in the case, we need only 
advert to the fact, that the clerical profession is yeneral- 
ly regarded as one, which the christian student may 
choose, without possessing any greater degree of forti- 
tude, than is necessary at the bar, or in the practice of 
medicine. Is it then, really true, that in a world where 
a great majority, even in its best portions, are either 
open or covert enemies of God; in a world where the 
powers of darkness still hold almost universal sway,— 
can it be true, that in such a world, the servants of God 


need no higher degree of moral courage, than the ser 


vants of men? All admit, that the Apostle Paul had 
abundant employment for this quality in its highest per- 
fection. But why? He had a world of heathen idola- 
ters to oppose. Are we then to suppose, that men hate 
the cause of Christ less, while they are in the false garb 
of christians, than if arrayed in the panoply of her open 
enemies? They may hate their own idea of the christian 
religion less than a Pagan does; butevery fact in the case 
proves beyond doubt; that nominal christians are as tru- 
ly enemies to God, as are the veriest heathens on earth. 
Are we told, they respect its forms, and consequently 
oppose with less violence? Are then its forms all we ad- 
vocate? Farewell in that case, a long farewell, to all 
our hopes of millennial glory. 4 religion that does not 
carry heaven born love, and purity, and peace, to its possesor 
—a religion that does not draw at every moment upon the 
life blood of sin, is no religion for this revolted earth. A 
religion, then, that does not find a real opposer, in every 
unconverted man, and consequently that will not either 
secretly or openly array him against its ministers, is not 
the religion of Jesus. 

The enemies of religion are very frequently propos- 
ingatruce; (with what designs, we need not say;) but all 
who accept the proposal, at all, will fail to understand 
their need of moral courage. Flattered and favoured 
as they may be in this case, they may readily imagine, 
that the offence of the cross has ceased. But let them 
declare war against all sin, whether in ecclesiastical or 
lay dignitaries, whether in bosom friends or open foes, 
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supporters or non-supporters of the christian ministry— 
let them always distinguish in all their conduct between 
him that serveth God, and him that serveth him not, and 
the case becomes a very different one. The christian 
minister will find meaning in the words of the poet, as 
descriptive of the devotion which he ought to feel when 

he says: 2 

‘Nor have I ever held my life, but as a pawn 
To wage for thee.” 

It is a palpable mistake to suppose that any small de- 
e of moral courage will sustain a faithful preacher of 
the Gospel. The necessity imposed upon the christian 
minister to follow truth, whether she lead with or against 
his prejudices from education, his interest from worldly 
connections, or his prospects for ease and honour, is of 
itself an argument of no small weight for our position. 
Those who sympathize with Locke or Milton, will ask 
no illustration of this. A love of truth which pervades 
the whole soul, will soon discover, not only abundance 
of external foes, but feel deeply that ‘ta man’s worst 
foes” are ‘they of his own household.” How few indi- 
viduals have ever dared to investigate their leading sen- 
timents as to opinions not directly supported by revealed 
truth, thinking it possible that others may be nearer right 
than themselves and their own friends? It requires little 
moral courage to read books or to have arguments 
against us, when we are resolved to remain of the same 
opinion at all events: but to come at all questions of the 
kind intended, as unsettled questions, and be ready to fol- 
low our own best judgment, is quiteanother thing. The 
former course may often seem much better, but certain- 
ly reflects dishonour upon our best intellectual and moral 
faculties. It is calling men fathers, and often refusing 
the guidance of our heavenly Father. If we were de- 
signed to walk in leading strings, the majority of men 
have very obediently fallen in with the arrangement. 
One reflection is important: Truth is @ mighty current 
setting in from eternity, and flowing onward forever with 
increasing strength, although often an under current, and 
seemingly overpowered by others. But it will safely bear 
onward, all who commit their barks to its waves, however 
frequently the billows of falsehood may threaten their final 
submersion. They will outride the commotions of time, 
and soon reach the sea, whose pacific waves know no coun- 
cils but those of eternity.” May we not hope that this 
remark will hold good in regard to those, who under 
the influence of principle have cast in their lot among 
reformers, whose persecution and villification can only 
be exceeded by the spirit which has dictated them. E. 


ECCLESIASTICAL. - 
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THOUGHTS ON THE PRESENT STATE OF THINGS. 


Mr. Editor—Some of our friends have expressed sur- 
prise, that the ministers and influential members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church should treat the Methodist 
Protestants with coldness and indifference, whilst they 
take to their warmest embraces, members and ministers 
of other denominations, who hold doctrines adverse to 
their own. They supposed that, as our doctrines and 
faith were the same, they ought to be more united to us 
than to any others; or at least now we have become an 
independent Church, that they should place us on an 
equal footing in their regards and courtesy, with other 
Churches. Those, who have thus supposed, must be 
wholly unacquainted with the past history of the advo- 
cates of Episcopal Methodism. The ministers of that 
Church, and those immediately under their influence, are 
well assured that, if our republican principles become 
well understood in their community, and if, by a friendly 
intercourse with us, they do away the prejudice which 
they have excited and do now sustain by misrepre- 
sentation, the high prerogatives, claimed for the Minis- 
try, will soon become unpopular, and the people, finding 
that they are under an ecclesiastical despotism, will leave 
them and join us. 

To prevent this and satisfy their people, they find it 
necessary to represent us as ‘‘schismatics,”’ ‘-backsliders,”’ 
‘ambitious of rule,” “impatient of control,” and ‘‘un- 
willing to submit to the wholesome exercise of sound Dis- 
cipline,”’ &c.; and to represent our church government as 
subversive of old Methodism. We join issue with them 
on this statement, and ask a calm and impartial investi- 
gation of our principles of government in contrast with 
theirs. It is very true that our constitution is at war 
with some of the obnoxious features of modern Meth- 
odism. We have dispensed with the high sounding title 

- of Bishop, which was so hateful to Mr. Wesley; and we 
have not only laid aside the title, but we have thought 
that in a land of freedom like ours, the vast powers of a 
Meruopist Bisnorp could be advantageously dispensed 
with. Thereby we have ridden ourselves of that useless 


and expensive order of Ministers,called Presiding Elders. 
These were unknown to Primitive Methodism, and have 
been a fruitful source of contegtion and dissatisfaction 
in the M. E.Church. We have introduced into our con- 
ferences a lay delegation, and this with its necessary 
appendages,we believe, is our only departure from Wes- 
leyan Methodism. We have done this because we con- 
scientiously believed that a government, formed even 
by the pious and intelligent Wesley, at a time when such 
a civil government as ours had no existence, and estab- 
lished for the rule of a people, wbo did not know and 
appreciate the right of a free and full representation, 
was not suited to the republican feelings of the Ameri- 
can people, or to the genius of our free institutions. We 
cannot believe it to be essential to the good government 
of any church, that the sole power for its rule should be 
vested in an ecclesiastical, self-constituted, and irre- 
sponsible legislature; and we think there are few Ameri- 
can citizens, divested of interest and prejudice, who 
will disagree with us upon this subject. The general 
rules of Mr. Wesley are adopted by us; the means of 
grace are the same, and we have secured to the church 
the perpetuation of an itinerant ministry. We have re- 
tained this feature, together with the class-meetings and 
love-feasts, because we believe them to be essential to 
Methodism; and that these have been the means, blessed 
by God to the promotion of the interests of real primi- 
tive piety. 

The episcopacy, we believe, has had no influence in 
calling down the blessings of God upon the Church; for 
we find in Europe,where Methodism first took its rise,that 
it has prospered greatly; and it is well known that there, 
Methodists are not ruled by Bishops and Presiding Elders. 
We have often been surprised that the Methodist Church 
in England should be freer than in America, It is true 
they have no lay delegation in the old church there; but 
it is equally true, that there is no man there, vested with 


preachers; at his will and pleasure. In this country, fa- 
mous for civil liberty, we find one man and sometimes 
five men clothed with power to station thousands of 
preachers, with their families, and to change them at 
pleasure without their own consent, or the consent of 
the people to whom they are sent; and in the absence of 
the Bishops, presiding elders, chosen oy the former, ex- 
ercise freely the same power. The power descends in 
reguiar gradation from the Bishop to the Presiding 
Elder, and down to the preacher incharge. The last, 
in his sphere, is as supreme and irresponsible to the 
people, as the first. He may appoint, at his own will 
and pleasure, class-leaders whom he can remove at any 
time; and he also has the power to appoint committees 
for the trial of members, and, in neither case, have the 
members any constitutional right to object to his acts. — 
He has the power alone to receive and expel members. 
No man can enter the society without his approbation, 
and there is no other power by which he can be turned 
out. What rights then have the members of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church? 

If the effects of this power be calmly considered, 
must not any intelligent mah see that its existence is not 
only dangerous to the liberties of the Church, but emi- 
nently dangerous to the liberties of the country? If this 
sect should ever become predominant, and her ministry 
corrupt, will not the transition from a religious to a civil 
despotism, be perfectly easy and natural? Many, train- 
ed up to actual submission to Church despotism, might 
be easily persuaded by their spiritual rulers, that it 
would promote the glory of Ged, that they also should 
take charge of their temporal concerns. 

From what we seen and have experienced, we cannot 
but fear even now, if the preachers had the power, we 
reformers would soon be placed under the ban of politi- 
cal proscription. 
been exercised against us, and if they had more power, 
we should fear its exercise.” In our Constitution and 
Discipline, we have endeavored to guard the ministers 
and people from oppressing each other. In our Church, 
as in England, the stationing power is vested in the con- 
ference. The preachers, or the people to whom he is 
sent, have the privilege to appeal; and, after a preacher 
is sent to his circuit or station, the President cannot 
change him without his consent. The class and not the 
preacher, appoints its own leader. The member, ac- 
cused of crime, and about to be tried, can choose two of 
the committee out of five, who are to try him, provided 
he select men of good standing in the Church; the class 
chooses the other two, and the four choose a fifth. The 
accused and the preacher have both the right to chal- 
lenge for cause, and the class decides upon its sufficiency. 
In this provision, the rights of the accused and of the 
Church are amply secured. In the old church the local 
ministry, although they preach often without temporal 
remuneration, are debarred the privileges of their tra- 


velling brethren in many respects. In our Church, they 


unlimited authority to station and remove, ex-officio,.- 


Every power within their contro! has’ 


are eligible to both the annual and general conferences, 
and in relation to the general conference, which is the 
law-making department, they stand precisely on the 
same ground with the itinerant ministers. 


These hasty lines, Mr. Editor, have been written to 
‘give a bird’s-eye view of some of the distinguishing fea- 
tures of the two Methodist Churches; not as containing 
any thing new on the subject, but as being written for 
the benefit of your new subscribers, who hice not had 
an opportunity of reading the discussions heretofore had 
on our ecclesiastical polity. Never were our opponents 
more active in us than at present; 
although they affect to think that ours is a sinking cause. 
Every effort is made to prevent their people from hear- 
ing us, and too many bow submissively to the interdie- 
tion, thus imposed upon them. There are, however, 
some independent spirits, who despise this effort, on the 
part of ministers, to hoodwink their own members, and 
who break through all restraint to hear us. Never was 
a priesthood more active to prevent its people from hear- 
ing dissenting ministers, than the preachers of the M, E. 
Church are to prevent their people from hearing the 
Methodist Protestant preachers. The love of power and 
a fear of losing it actuate them. Reason and Revelation 
condemn them; and hence, bigotry is resorted to,to uphold 
them. The time will come, however, when these miser- 
able props must fail them; and the people will judge dis- 


| passionately for themselves. When this sha}l take place, 


we fear nothing for the result. P. B. H. 


P.S. As the limits of our essay. cannot be expected to 
give all the reasons in favor of the new Church, we beg 
leave to refer all your readers, who have not seen it, to 
the very excellent review, published by the Book Agent, 
and written by a layman on the Constitution and Dis- 
cipline of the Methodist Protestant Church. We hope, 
also, soon to see in print a short history of the rise and 
progress of reform, with an account of the unjust pro- 
ceedings had against the reformers, in Baltimore, Cin- 
cinnati, and other places, and the conduct of the Balti- 
more Conference, and of the General Conference, in 
regard to the trials of the Rev. Messrs. Dorsey ‘and 
Pool. These persecutions should not be forgotten, as 
they speak volumes in favor of religious liberty. 


P. B. H. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


For the Methodist Protestants. 
METHODIST PROTESTANTS IN GEORGETOWN, 
Georgetown, June 18th, 1831. 


Dear Bregher,—Agreeably to,your request, I furnish 
you with a few of the particulars, which preceded and 
attended the fowr days’ mecting, held in the Methodist 
Protestant Church in this town—commencing on the 
12th ultimo. 


For some weeks previously, the Spirit of the Lord 
had awakened in the minds of several of the brethren, 
an anxious concern for a deeper work of grace in their 
own souls, and for the salvation of sinners. Beside other 
evidences, this feeling was strongly marked by a holy 
fervour in their public addresses to a throne of grace, 
for a general revival of religion. 


The two Fridays, immediately preceding the 12th, 
were set apart as days of fasting and prayer—commene- 
ing with a public prayer meeting in the church at sun- 
rise. In addition to these exercises, prayer meetings 
were held almost every night during the same period, at 
private houses in different parts of the town. Inthe per- 
formance of these duties, the Lord was graciously pleas- 
ed to visit his people, and to refresh their waiting souls 
by the gentle breezes of his holy Spirit, which enabled 
them to testify, that they who wait upon the Lord in the 
means of grace, shall have their spiritual strength re- | 
newed. 


These are some of the particulars which preceded the 
meeting above referred to; which lasted sia, instead of 
four days, closing on Tuesday 17th, by a love feast at 
night—when twenty members were added to the church: 
four have joined since.* There are many more in- 
quiring the way to Zion, who, it is to be hoped, will 
speedily find peace to their souls—in the pardon of their 
sins. 


Although the people of God appeared to be much en- 
gaged, and a seriousness, corresponding with the solem- 
nity of the occasion, appeared to sit upon the counte- 
nances of the congregations generally, yet there was 
nothing during the first and seeond days which indicated 
any particular manifestation of God’s love and power. 
But on Saturday, there was a shaking amongst the dry 


*Several have been added since. D. 
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es—th were serious and solemn before, now 
concerned for their soul’s salvation, 
and many came forward toreceive instruction, and to be 

time, the religious exercises assumed the 
most interesting aspect—and they were by divine direc- 
tion made the power of God in the awakening and con- 
version of many souls. Some of the good seed, sown 
during this meeting, has been well cultivated by our sis- 
ter churches, whose fruit bids fair to be unto holiness. 

This meeting, throughout, was not seetarian—a fact 
which made a deep impression upon the minds of the 
people, and under God was a blessing to many. Many of 
the members of the Protestant and Presbyterian churches 
were in constant attendance upon these exercises—some 
of whom took a part therein, and with strong supplica- 
tions to a throne of grace poured forth their prayers, as 
fervent “‘as adoration breaths,” in behalf of sinners, and 
for the prosperity of Zion. To our Presbyterian breth- 
ren we are particularly indebted for their zealous and 
efficient ministerial services. The Rev. Messrs. Post 
and Danforth, of Washington—Rev. Doct. Beman, of 
Troy—Rev. Mr. Tustin, of Virginia, and Rev. Mr. Ross, 
of Tennessee, of the Presbyterian church, besides sever- 
al ministers of our own church, were with us—all of 
whom did most faithfully warn the impenitent of the 
danger to which they are exposed, and with a holy con- 
cern for the salvation of sinners, pointed them to Jesus— 
the Saviour, as their only refuge. 

Our meetings of late have generally been lively, and 
occasionally we hear the news of a heaven born soul to 
gladden our hearts, to encourage our hopes, and to excite 
us on toa zealous and persevering discharge of duty. 
Such was the case last night. 

In addition to the account of the four days’ meeting of 
our Presbyterian brethren, heretofore published by you, 
it gives me pleasure to add, that the many good impres- 
sions received at that time, under the culture and unre- 
mitting exertions of a faithful and zealous young minis- 
ter of that church, have already been made g blessing 
to many anzious souls. The work with them is still go- 
ing on. 

Oe Protestant Episcopal brethren have also been wa- 
tered by the dews of heavenly grace, and many have 
lately been added to the church in this place. 

Yours very truly, 
GIDEON DAVIS. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
TESTIMONY OF AN AGED MINISTER. 


Oak Forest, N. Carolina, June 8th, 1831. 

Dear Brother,—I verily believe that the God whom we 
adore, is no respecter of persons, but in every place, 
he that feareth him and worketh righteousness is accept- 
edof him. Iam the first official victim, who fell in the 
Roanoke circuit before the perverse policy of the ene- 
mies of ecclesiastical liberty in the Methodist church: 
and the society, in my neighborhood, is one of those 
which its pastor, abandoned. But the eternal 
God whose attributes can never be at variance with 
the rights of his people, has taken care of us until 
this hour, and not a single member is lost. Praise 
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits! 
I am now a monument of mercy; and an aged minister 
in achurch, having a constitution which secures her 
rights triumphantly. We may truly say our light is 
come, and the glory of the Lordisrisen upon us. 1 have 
been sowing in tears; but I am now reaping in joy. 

But the object of this communication to you, is to say, 
that brother Hill, commenced a two days’ meeting at 
our place of assembling in this neighbourhood on Satur- 
day, the 4th inst. which was not brought to a close until 
about 5 o’clock onthe 7th, and a goodly number of souls 
was most happily converted to God at this meeting. 
And although the people in attendance were numerous, 
almost every one had the appearance of being under 
the softening influence of the Spirit of Truth. I have 
been more than forty years in the ministry, and I do not 
think I ever saw a more cheering prospect to the friends 
of Zion in the vicinity of my abode, than at the present 
ume. 

Lord let thy servant depart in peace, in accordance 
with thy will, for mine eyes have seen and my heart now 
feels thy salvation. 


WILLIAM BELLAMY, Sen. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
MASSACHUSETTsS., 


Extract of a letter, dated 


Weston, Ms. June 13th. 
Dear Brother,—Our cause is still prospering in these 


parts. The Lord has heard our cry for more Jabourers 
in his vineyard, and three preachers have lately joined 


us. Still more are wanted. We have some severe per- 
secution, and from a quarter too, (I am serry to say it,) 
where we should least expect it. Every other denomi- 
nation appears friendly fo our cause, unites with us, fa- 
vour us with the use of their churches, &c. 

But, notwithstanding the unfavourable predictions and 
misrepresentations of our opponents, our prospects are 
encouraging. Continued accesions are made to our 
churches, we have lively and interesting meetings, and 
some conversions. The Lord is enlarging our borders, 
and we have evidence that he is with us. Our friends 
appear determined to stem the torrent of opposition, and 
resolutely to persevere in the good cause they have em- 
barked in. Our conference was a pleasant and interest- 
ing season,—union and harmony pervaded the meeting, 
and we believe the Lord was present to direct us in our 
consultations. To Him be praise and glory forevermore. 

Yours ijn christian affection, 
JOSEPH SNELLING. 


OBITUARY. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 

Died at Lynchburg, Virginia, on the 14th inst. Mrs. 
Rebecca Wilkins, third daughter of Rev. John Fore; 
who entered the connexion of the M. E. Church in the 
year, 1788, and travelled ten years. His daughter be- 
came a member of the Methodist Protestant Church, in 
whose communion she lived respected and died tri- 
umphantly. 


The following letter has been handed to us by his 
sister, (to whom it is addressed,) requesting its publi- 
cation: — 

Lynchburg, June 15th, 1831. 


Deak Mapam,—lIt falls to my lot, in the providence 
of God, to give you, not to say the melancholy, but in 
my estimation, joyful news of your sister Wilkins’ de- 
parture to a life of ease and happiness. I am her 
next door neighbor, and have been a witness for years of 
her almost unparallelled sufferings, and her patience 
and resignation under the afflicting hand of God. | 

She has been confined to her bed for three years and 
a half with an inveterate disease, which of late seeming 
to settle on her lungs, terminated her life. Three days 
before she died, she sent for me, but I had gone to meet- 
ing. On my return, I went over, and saw what I had 
never seen but once before, a Christian dying, (as I then 
thought,) in the triumphs of faith. I went to her and 
took hold of her hand. Her words were: ‘Thank God! 
there is but one step between me and Jesus! Glory! 
Glory! Glory! All my sufferings are nothing! I have 
asked the Lord to sanctify all my atilictions to the good 
of my soul, and he has done it.” While I stayed with 
her, (which was about an hour,) I think she repeated 
the word ‘glory,’ often enough to fill this sheet. After 
this she was very weak. 

The day before she died, finding that she was able to 
speak, I drew very near to her, (for she could scarcely 
speak out of a whisper,) and asked her if her confi- 
dence was still unshaken?, She smiled, saying, ‘‘O yes! 
can never distrust my Saviour.’’ She said a good deal,in 
expectation of the happiness she would soon enjoy, and 
seemed to be very sensible that her time here was short: 
but said she was willing to live or die as the Lord pleas- 
ed, At one time, while we were singing by her bed- 
side, she took my hand, pulled me to her, and said, “I 
want you to write to mysister,* and tell her, not to shed 
one tear for me, for I am happy.” 

She died about one o’clock at night, on the 14th of 
June. I was not with her when she died, but a'n told 
that she departed, shouting the praises of God: yes, 
even after her hands were cold with death, she clapped 
them together, exclaiming, ‘Glory!’ She seemed to be 
talking with her Saviour, for she was heard to say, “i 
will be with you before the break of day.” 

Her funeral was preached in the Protestant Methodist 
Church, at four o’clock yesterday, by Dr. Holcomb, 
and her body was followed by a very respectable pro- 
cession to the old burying ground, where it was laid 
until the morning of the resurrection, when, I have no 
doubt, it will rise in the likeness of that Saviour that 
she Joved and served. 


*Lucy Fore, of Baltimore. 


WELCOME NEWS, 


‘What news so welcome to the prisoner, as that there 
is a hand stretched forth to break his chains—what in- 
telligence so cheering to the sick, as that the physician 
has a remedy for his disease—and what tidings so de- 
lightful to the startled and trembling sinner, as that there 


is one who shall save his people from their sins?” 


BALTIMORE: 


FRIDAY, JULY 1, 1831. 


“BIBLE CLASS EXERCISES; DESIGNED FOR THE 
YOUTHS OF BOTH SEXES—BY JAMES R. WIL- 
LIAMS.”’ 


This is the title of a little book, just put into our 
hand for examination. We are highly pleased with it 
for two reasons:—as a Church, we need a book of this 
kind; and such is its character, it very happily meets 
our present necessity. The author prepared it, at first, 
for the instruction of his own Bible class, consisting of 
twenty or thirty young ladies; but contemplating the 
institution of Bible classes, throughout our Churches, he 
was persuaded its publication might be useful. 


The arrangement of the work is very judicious. Com 
mencing with questions upon the Geography, Topogra- 
phy, and, now and then, General History of Palestine, 
he does not, thence, lead the young student throughout 
all the digressive ramifications of narrative, &c. from 
Genesis to Revelation: this might fill his memory with 
sO many minutiz as to crowd out the more important 
matters. But, conceiving the Bible to preserve a unity 
of object, and to present a striking concatenation of 
circumstances, wisely fitted to accomplish its object, 
he takes up at once the most prominent link in the com- 
mencement of the great chain of events, terminating in 
the advent and crucifixion of Christ. Hence, questions 
are propounded, concerning the birth, education, and 
calling of Moses; the redemption of the Israelites out of 
Egypt; their passage of the Red Sea and the subsequent 
miracles performed for them in the wilderness; the giv- 
ing of the ten commandments; and the institution of 
the rites, ceremonies, priesthood, festivals, &c. of the 
Jews. The young student is here, supposed very na- 
turally to inquire in his own mind the meaning of these 
things:—why were the Jews chosen, a peculiar people? 
Why amongst them were the oracles of God deposited? 
What meant their singular customs? Christ is, then, 
very properly brought into view;—He, of whom Moses in 
the law, and the prophets did write; to whom the Jew- 
ish rites and ceremonies had reference; and in whom 
the law andthe prophets were fulfilled. The predic- 
tions concerning him,—his character, his offices, his ob- 
jects, his deeds,—all furnish objects of inquiry. His 
life and sufferings, his miracles and parables; the results 
of his death, resurrection and ascension, are noticed.— 
In conclusion, questions are propounded on the history 
of the primitive Church, so far as we have any account 
of it in the acts of the Apostles. 

On the whole, we think the arrangement excellent;— 
the questions occurring in a natural order, and involving 
the most important and all the essential truths of Reve- 
lation. | 

There is one feature of this little work, we contem- 
plate with a good deal of pleasure. The questions are 
generally proposed, without having answers affixed,—but 
only referring to the chapter concerned. Many are the 
good eflects of this plan. The student is sent directly 
to the source of light—the Bible: he is made indus- 
trious in investigating the truth; an opportunity is given to 
him for the improvement of his judgment in framing his 
own answers; he acquires the habit of thinking for him- 
self, and of. deciding independently on right and wrong. 
God, and not mar becomes the teacher; the Bible and 


not human wisdom is his creed. These are the good 
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effects of this plan. And herein is it preferable to the 
usual catechistical method of teaching. In this, too 
often is it the case, that human words are substituted for 
inspired, or scriptural passages injudiciously torn from 
their natural connexion and made to convey a different 
meaning from that intended by the Almighty. Who will 
deny this? Are not catechisms and creeds as many and 
diverse as Christian sects? If truth is one, if the Bible 
speak one language, can they all be true? Must not 
scriptural language be frequently perverted? Thank 
God! then for that method of teaching children, which 
sends them immediately to the Fountain of Light, with 
whom is no variableness nor shadow of turning;—to 
the Biste, wherein God shows the infinitude of his wis- 
don, in confounding the comprehension of the vastest 
intellect, and yet reducing himself to the grasp of a 
child; wherein he speaks so plainly that a way-faring 
man, though .a fool, need not err,—so plainly, that he 
asks not for catechisms or creeds or confessions of Faith 
to make him more intelligible. 


We have received a letter from a highly respectable 
brother, stating, there are certain writers of a certain 
Church, who are publicly denying the existence of na- 
tural,—of inalienable rights! and he would have us to 
confute such abominable sentiments. Is it possible that 
in this enlightened age and country a confutation should 
be called for? That it should be deemed necessary to 
argue with those, who assert man has not an inalienable 
right to life, property, and liberty, because the autocrat 
of the Russias will not grant it to his subjects? Who 
will assert man has not an inalienable right to think for 
himself, because in times past, Queens Mary & Elizabeth 
took it upon them to think for their people? Query; 
would not these writers be among the first to advocate 
_ the right of self-defence, were an attack made upon the 
temples of their honour? We could tell facts of some of 
them, that would not only prove them staunch vindica- 
tors of their natural rights; but, that, under the pretext 
of preserving them inviolate, they have been betrayed 
into excesses, not very creditable to themselves or 
the cause of Christ. If, indeed, there be, who are so 
far lost to truth and to their own dignity as to deny their 
inalienable rights, they are not fit subjects for either 
argument or appeal. 

Surely our readers would not bear with us, if we 
should attempt, by formal dissertations, to prove that 
Christians,—that Methodists have natural rights in com- 
mon with other men! 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

‘Dialogues,’ No. 2 and 3, shall be published. 

“T, B.S.” is gladly welcomed by us and by our 
readers. 

“British Critic” shall find a place. 

“EF.” and shall be attended to. 

‘‘A subscriber” is received. 

We freely accord with “P. B. H.” His communica- 
tion shall be inserted whole in our next number; when 
we shall take the liberty to explain our sentiments, 
briefly. His Thoughts on Temperance Societies shall 
also appear. 

And here Iet us remark, once for all, that our paper is 
impartial in its character. If we advocate one side of 
a question, we will not, for that reason, exclude oppos- 
ing arguments. Brethren should also recollect that we 
are not supreme authority to the Chureh. They should 
think and let think, and ‘‘do nothing rashly.” 

“WV.” shall find his place. 

‘““Minimus,” is received. 

Communication from Rev. W. W. Hill, shall appear. 


There was an unintentional omission on the part of 
the printer, in the extract from Dr. Balch’s letter, given 
in our last number: Methodist Episcopal brethren should 
have been included with Methodist Protestants, &c. who 


communec together in Dr. Balch’s Church. 500 copies 
were struck off before we perceived the omission: it was 
then rectified. Our friends will easily understand why 
we have noticed this so particularly. 


We refer our readers to “Correspondence” to ascer- 
tain the prosperity of our Church. If they look care- 
fully to that, they will see as much original Religious 
Intelligence as they can expect. All we receive, we 
insert; more, we cannot. Of other Religious Intelligence 
we select as much as is consistent with our limits. 


We would thank our friends, when addressing the 
Editor, to address him as a layman; he is a member not 
minister of the Methodist Protestant Church. 


CAMP MEETINGS. 

§#-On Friday, 22d July, a Camp Meeting will com- 
mence near Easton, Talbot county. The following min- 
isters are expected to attend:—William Bamber, Josiah 
Vardin, F. Stier, W. W. Wallace, L. J. Cox, Jonathan 
Forrest, W. C. Pool, and E. Henkle. 

On Friday, 29th July, a Camp Meeting will commence 
on Hynson’s Camp Ground, near Rock Hall, Kent coun- 
ty. The fullowing ministers are expected to attend: 
Wm. C. Pool, Wm. Bamber, J. Varden, P. B. Hopper, 
J. R. Williams, F. Stier, W. W. Wallace, C. Jacobs, J. 
Hanson, E. Henkle. 

On the first Friday in August, a Camp Meeting will 
commence in Deer Creek Circuit, Harford county, place 
not yetdetermined on. The following finisters are ex- 
pected to attend:—J. Webster, C. Jacobs, W. W. Wal- 
lace, L. J. Cox, Dr. F. Waters, Hugh Doyle, Wm. C. 
Pool, Wm. Collier, J. Ibertson, E. Henkle. 

On Friday, the 12th August, a Camp Meeting will 
commence, near to Landsdale’s Mill, Montgomery coun- 
ty, 12 miles north of Georgetown, D.C. The following 
ministers are expected to attend:—Wm. Kesley, Wm. 
Collier, Dr. D. B. Dorsey, Dr. J. S. Reese, D. E. Reese, 
Dr. 8. K. Jennings, J. R. Williams, C. Jacobs, William 
Bamber, F. Stier, E. Henkle. : 

On Friday, August 19th, a Camp Meeting will be com- 
menced on the land of Henry Bushey, near the road 
from Baltimore to Hanover, 20 miles from Baltimore. 
The following ministers are expected to attend:—James 
Hanson, H. Doyle, W. W. Wallace, Dr. Jennings, Wm. 
Collier, J. Forrest, D. Zollikoffer, J. Porter, R. Scott, 
L. J. Cox, P. B. Hopper, Wm. H. Bordley, E. Henkle. 

On the last Friday in August, a Camp Meeting will be 
commenced on the land of Henry Nichodemus, on Sam’s 
Creek, Frederick county. ‘Fhe following ministers are 
expected to attend:—F. Stier, J. Hutson, Dr. F. 
Waters, J. R. Wiliams, Wm. Kesley, C. Jacobs, J. Han- 
son, J. Webster, P. B. Hopper, Slingsby Linthicum, Dr. 
J.S. Reese, Wm. C. Lipsicum, E. Henkle. 


P.S.. Those of our brethren in the Ministry, whose 
names do not appear in the foregoing lists, will be cor- 
dially received at any of the Camp Meetings they may 
fiud it convenient to attend, but the responsibility of sus- 
taining the meetings will rest on those named. 

Brother Stockton, who now holds the station of a 
General Missionary, is expected to attend as many of 
the above named Camp Meetings as his health and other 
engagements will permit. ELT HENKLE. 


VERMONT CONFERENCE, 
The following are extracts from the Minutes of the 


Vermont Annual Conference of the Methodist Protest- 


ant Church, which met in Granville,Washington county, 
N. Y. commencing its session on the 3d, and terminating 
iton the 6th of June, 1831. They were forwarded to us 
for publication by the committee appointed by the 
Conference. 


In the Chair, Luther Chamberlin. 

Ministers present:—Justus Byington,Chandler Walker, 
George Smith, Josiah Jones, William Gonne, Daniel 
C. Vaughn. 


ington, Jr., Nathaniel Buelin, Austin J 
Worster, Leonard Simons. 
On motion, they resolved to adopt the Constitution 
= Methodist Protestant Church. 
n motion, Ziba Byington and Nathaniel Gage 
admitted into the 


APPOINTMENTS OF THE PREACHERS. 
Shelburn Ct:—Chandler Walker, Superintendent— 
Ziba Byington, assistant. Mths: 
Unstationed Ministers and Preachers:—Brothers Terris, 
a ia and Otis. Others there may be, who are not 
nown. 
| Granville Ct:—George Smith, superintendent—Daniel 
C. Vaughn and Wm. Gonne, assistants. 
Josiah Jones, Conference Missionary. 
Luther Chamberlain and Nathaniel Gage, appointed 
to labour on the Missionary Ground. 


The next Annual Conference will be held in February 


next, on Shelburn Circuit, commencing the second 
Thursday of the month. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSION AT BURMAH. 
Residence of Mr. Judson at Prome. 


On leaving Prome, about the middle of September, 
where he had resided above three months, Mr. Judson 
makes the following reflections. 

There is no period of missionary life, that I review 
with more satisfaction, or rather with less dissatisfac- 
tion, than my sojourn in Prome. This city was found- 
ed several hundred years before the Christian era. 
Through how many ages have the successive generations 
of its dark inhabitants lived and died, without the slight- 
est knowledge of the great Eternal, and the only way of 
salvation which he has provided! At length, in the year 
1830, it was ordered, thata missionary of the cross should 
sit down in the heart of the city, and from day to ty 
for above three months, should pour forth divine truth, 
in language which, if not eloquent and acceptable, was, 
at least, intelligible to all ranks. What a wonderful phe- 
nomenon must this have been to celestial beings, who 
gaze upon the works and dispensations of God in this 
lower world! It was necessary to the accomplishment of 
the divine purposes, that after so many centuries of dark- 
ness, there should be such an exhibition of light as has 
been made. Thousands have heard of God, who nev- 
er, nor their ancestors, heard of before. Frequent- 
ly in passing through the streets, and in taking my seat 
in the sayats, I have felt such a solemnity and awe on 
my spirits, as almost prevented me from opening my lips 
to communicate the momentous message, with which I 
was charged. How the preacher has preached, and how 
the hearers have heard, the day of judgment will show. 
Blessed be God, there are some, whose faces I expect to 
see at the right hand of the great Judge. The young 
man just mentioned, the carpenter Moung Shwayhlah, a 
poor man, by name Moung Oo, in addition to some others, 
mentioned in former letters, give us reason to hope; that 
they have received the truth in good and honest hearts. 
Many also there are, who have become so far enlighten- 
ed, that I am sure they never can bow the knee to Shway 
Landan, without a distressing conviction, that they are 
in the wrong way. 


| NEW ZEALAND. 
Contrast between the Christian and Heathen parties. 


March 14, 1831. The Rev. H. Williams went and 
spent the forenoon with the natives, with a view of al- 
laying their angry feelings, and strengthening the impres- 
sions we had already made on their minds for peace. 
The Rev. W. Williams, the Rev. A. N. Brown, and my- 
self, proceeded to the chapel, to perform divine service. 
The contrast between the east and west side of the bay 
was very striking, though only two miles distant: the 
east shore was crowded with different tribes of fighting- 
men, in a wild, savage state, many of them nearly naked, 
and when exercising, entirely so: nothing was to be 
heard but the firing of muskets, and the din and con- 
fusion of a savage military camp; some mourning the 
death of their friends, others suffering from their wounds; 
and not one but whose mind was involved in heathen 
darkness, without one ray of divine knowledge. On the 
west side, there was the pleasing sound of the ‘“church- 
going bell;”? the natives assembling together for divine 
worship, clean, orderly, and decently dressed, most of 
them in European clothing; they were carrying in their 
hands, the litany, and the greater part of the church ser- 


vice, with their hymns, written in their own language. 


; 
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The church service, as far as it has been translated, they 
can both write and read with the greatest ease. Their 
whole conduct, and the general appearance of the settle- 
ment, reminded me of a well-regulated English country 
parish. In the chapel, the natives behaved with the 
greatest propriety, and joined in the church service. 
Here might be viewed, at one glance, the blessings of 
the Christian religion, and the miseries of heathenism, 
with respect to the present life; but when we direct our 
thoughts into the eternal world, how infinite is the dif- 
ference! The Rev. W. Williams read the litany, and 
nearly the whole of the church service, excepting the 
lessons and psalms, in the New-Zealand language, in 
which the natives joined, apparently with much pious 
feeling: many of them have a sincere desire to acquaint 
themselves with the true God, and to learn his ways. 

I consider this Sabbath to be one of the most pleasing 
and interesting I have ever spent. The day-star from on 
high hath evidently begun to shine upon these poor benighit- 
ed heathens: some have begun to inquire what they must do 
to be saved. Though the missionaries are situated in 
the very centre of Satan’s dominions, where he practices 
all his hellish arts, and where the degradation of human 
nature appears in all its horrors, through men’s depravi- 
ty, called forth into exercise by the influence of the prince 
of darkness; yet they shall see the day when Satan will 
fall like lightning from heaven. God has promised, that 
his glory shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together; 
and the scriptures cannot be broken: the time will come, 
when human sacrifices andcannibalism shall be annihilat- 
ed in New Zealand, by the pure, mild, and heavenly influ- 
ence of the gospel of our blessed Lord and Saviour. The 
work is great; but divine goodness will find both the 
means and the instruments to accomplish his own gra- 
cious purposes to fallen man: his word, which is the word 
of the Spirit, is able to subdue these savage people to the 
obedience of the faith. It is the duty of Christians to 
use the means, to sow the seed, and patiently to wait for 
the heavenly dews to cause it to spring up; and after- 
wards, to look up to God in faith and prayer, tosend the 
early and the Jatter rain. Mis. Her. 

From the Imperial Magazine. 
BAPPISM OF A CONVERTED JEW. 


On Sundy, March 20th, 1831, 1 witnessed an interest- 
ing ceremony, at the chapel of the Hebrew Christians, 
Upper Fountain Place, City Road, London. This was 
the baptism of a converted Jew into the church of Christ, 
by a Hebrew minister of the gospel, the Rev. George 
Abrahams; after a pious and exhilarating discourse, 
from Ezek. xvi. 6,8. The chapel was crowded to ex- 
cess, and numbers of Jews were conspicuous throughout 
the congregation; many of whom listened as if deeply en- 
gaged for their individual salvation, while others display- 
ed all their national inveteracy to the christian name. 

The candidate for baptism was brother to an Israelite, 
who had entered the Hebrew Institution at an early pe- 
riod of that establishment, and was baptized on the l4th 
of April, 1830, by the Lord Bishop of London, and quit- 
ted the Institution on the 30th of September last, with 
an irreproachable character. Since that period he has 
worked as a shoemaker, and diligently employed his lei- 
sure hours in visiting his Hebrew brethren from house to 
house; exhorting them to flee from the wrath to come, 
and believe in Jesus, as the Christ, to the salvation of 
their immortal souls; and in distributing tracts to all. 

With the other fruits of his labours, he rejoices over 
the conversion of his brother, and with joy unspeakable 
witnessed his baptism. The glow of his countenance on 
this occasion spoke to my heart; and I felt, in a kindred 
glow within, that the Jew and the Gentile are one family 
—one in Christ Jesus, who is Lord of all. | 

To behold an Hebrew call up an Hebrew brother to 
acknowledge Jesus of Nazareth, the despised one, as 
the Christ of God—the true Messiah—the Saviour, yea, 
the only Saviour of men; and to hear him witness a 
good confession, while his brother Hebrew poured water 
upon his head, baptizing him in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, was a recalling 
into existence those primitive scenes which the first 
Christians witnessed; scenes, how lovely! when the apos- 
tles and brethren, all Hebrews, baptized in the church of 
Jesus Christ thousands of Hebrews, many of whom went 
forth, throughout all the earth, preaching the unsearcha- 
ble riches Christ, and calling upon all men, Jews and 

Gentiles, to believe in his name, and be saved by him. 
The society of Hebrew Christians are the first-fruits 
of the united labours of all the Missionary Societies, 
founded and continued for the propagation of the gospel 
amongst the Jews, in these latter days. In this church 
may be found individuals who owe their conversion to 
Christianity to the instrumentality of each of these so- 
cieties; and these all worship together as brethren in 
Jesus Christ, without regarding the peculiarities in the 
creeds of their foster-fathers: and well pleased are these. 


foster-fathers, ‘‘to behold their children walking in the 
truth,” regardless of the offensive distinctions too ob- 
vious in many of the Gentile Christian churches. 

The nationality of the Hebrews, which is so promi- 
nent a feature in their character, that no one ever studi- 
ed that people without being struck therewith, separates 
them from all nations of the earth: and even when con- 
verted to Christianity, it leads them to associate each 
with each, in preference to others, and to prefer the 
teaching of their own Christian ministers to all Gentile 
pulpit oratory—and the breaking of bread in the name 
of Christ, Hebrew with Hebrew, which they practice 
weekly, to the communion of any national church, or 
particular sect, known in all the Gentile communities. 

Happy shall we be to behold this band of brethren, 
who have voluntarily associated themselves for their 
mutual profiting in divine things, united in love, and 
walking daily in the truth. Yea, may they, by the grace 
of God, add continually to their numbers, constitute a 
burning and a shining light to their countrymen, and af- 
ford a lasting example, worthy of imitation, to the sur- 


rounding Gentiles! 
W. COLDWELL. 
King’s Square, March ist, 1831. 


From the Vermont Chronicle. 
REVIVALS. 


We are able to find room for but a small part of the 
accounts of revivals, which we find in our exchange pa- 
pers. We endeavour to give such selections as will ena- 
ble cur readers to judge of their extent and character. 
it will be seen that they are extending into every part 
of our land.—The Southern Religious Telegraph men- 
tions revivals in Prince Edward, Pohatan, Buckingham, 
and Augusta connties. The movements in Georgia are no- 
ticed in anothercolumn. In Maine, the Christian Mirror 
requests inform:tion respecting revivals in that state, 
and especially ‘from places where protracted meetings 
have been held, at South Berwick, Alfred, Limerick, 
Bath, Boothbay, Bangor, and many others.’ In New 
Hampshire, besides what we have already noticed, pro- 
tracted meetings have been held in Oxford and Plymouth, 
it is thought with good effect, especially at Plymouth. 
In addition to. those already mentioned in this state, such 
a meeting was lately held at St. Johnsbury, of the result 
of which we have no particular information. About two 
weeks ago the Philadelphian said, ‘‘We know of one 
hundred and twenty churches, besides many in the Bap- 
tist and Methodist connexions, which are now witnessing 
the power and grace of God, in reviving his saints, and 
in covineing and converting sinners.”’ 

So much for the number of revivals. Now look at 

their power. We take them as they occur to us, with 
little attempt at selection or arrangement. Of the con- 
verts, there are, at Buffalo, N. Y. 19 out of a class of 
20 young ladies in Sabbath School; at Newark, a small 
village in Wayne Co. and in its immediate vicinity, 400 
conversions; at Portland Village, N. Y. 200; at New Ha- 
ven, Ct. 700; of these in Yale College 130; at Manlius, 
N. ¥. 500; at Utica, 300 added to the churches. These 
are but specimens. 
If we look at the former character of the converts, an 
uncommon portion of them are men of education, talents, 
wealth and influence. The work is also distinguished 
by the number of conversions from Atheism, Deism, 
Universalism, and other forms of active hostility to vital 
religion. 

The present time, then, is clearly distinguished from 
all times near it, by the power and extent of revivals. 
How, under God, have they been brought about? 

Among predisposing causes, we have no hesitation in 
ascribing a high rank to the temperance reformation. 
We have no doubt that, when that subject was first laid 
effectually before the public, the concentrating of at- 
tention upon it, to the neglect of other subjects, was one 
reason why revivals were fewer. But nothing has been 
lost in the end. Numbers have been induced by it to 
reason on moral subjects, who never did such a thing 
before, and thus are more easily persuaded to reason 
again. Many, conscious of having come up one good 
principle on rational grounds, feel under a sort of 
obligation to themselves to be consistent,—to adopt a 
whole system of good principles, and to practice upon 
them. And men having ceased to be even partly drunk, 
reason and conscience have a better chance for being 
heard, and treated with due respect. In sucha state of 
men’s minds, the success of the gospel, faithfully urged, 
in its purity, may be regarded as certain. 

The temperance reformation has furnished the occasion. 
Among the means, four days meetings have evidently 
had a conspicuous place. It is not our intention to dis- 
cuss this subject. We would merely call attention to 
what is written upon it. Especially, will our readers 


examine the accounts of such meetings, and see what in 


| 


them was right, what wrong, and what was the influence 
of both.—It will be noticed, that in several instances, 
revivals have commenced at those meetings, in places 
where no favourable indications existed before, or rather 
where none were known to exist. We suspect that these 
meetings were called by men, in whose minds favourable 
indications might have been seen by others, which were 
not visible to themselves. 

One thing more we will mention, as a means of the 
wonderful things we are permitted to witness. It is the 
periodical press. By means of our religious newspapers, 
many hundred thousands were enabled, virtually, to at- 
tend the great four days meetings at Rochester, to feel 
its influence, and catch its spirit. In three weeks, the 
influence of that meeting was felt from Maine to Geor- 
gia. But we have not time, at present, to dilate upon 
this and other means of revival. We commend the con- 
sideration of the subject, and of the duties resulting from 
it, to our readers in their solitary hours. 


ONE NEWSPAPER. 


About five years ago the Rev. D. A. C. then living in 
Massachusetts, sent one copy of a religious newspaper, 
the Boston Recorder, to a pious post master, in a western 
village in the state of New York. At that time no other 
religious periodical had reached that place; and the peo- 
ple there-had neither time nor place for public worship. 
The one newspaper was loaned and read through the vil- 
lage for several months until it was nearly worn out. 
Some months after the arrival of this one paper, the 
Rev. D. A. C. who had forwarded it, visited the same 
place and preached in the gospel. During his visit in 
the place he asked for the use of some religious newspa- 
pers; and was told that there was but one in the village. 
It was produced; but had been handled so frequently that 
it was scarcely legible. It was the very one, which he 
had sent; and it ultimately excited attention to divine 
things, stirred up the people to erect a place of worship, 
and prepared the way for the settlement of a pastor. 
The pastor has since been removed by death; but the gos- 
pel lives after him; and the village has lately been favour- 
ed with a precious revival of religion. 

Behold, what one newspaper blessed of God, may be 
the means of accomplishing! and let no good man be too 
lazy or negligent to distribute among the destitute these 
attractive heralds of salvation. They are at present be- 
ginning to exert an extensive and powerful influence in 
our land; and they are opposed by infidel, universalist, 
and anti-trinitarian newspapers, which are coming up 
like the frogs uf Egypt, to cover the whole face of the 
country. Worldly politicians ought to teach Christians 
wisdom; and if the periodical press could sustain the 
American Revolution, revolutionize France, emancipate 
the Roman Catholics of Ireland, and reform the govern- 
ment of Great Britain; it may, under the guidance of 
good men and the influences of the Holy Ghost, be one 
great means of converting the world.—Philad. 


GATILERER. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
SCRIPTURE TOPOGRAPHY. 


Mr. Editor,—It may be acceptable to many of your 
readers to have some account of a few of the principal 
places, in which the Saviour of mankind suffered and 
thiumphed. I have therefore made a few extracts, de- 
scriptive of those places, which I send you for publica- 
tion, if youdeem them worthy a place in your paper. 

A 


‘About two furlongs from this place, northward, is the 
highest part of Mount Olivet; and upon that was ancient- 
ly erected an high tower, in memory of that apparition 
of two angels to the apostles, after our blessed Lord’s 
ascension, Acts I. 10, 11; from which the town itself had 
the name of Viri Gallilei! This ancient monument re- 
mained till about two years since, when it was demolish- 
ed by a Turk, who had bought the field in which it stood: 
but nevertheless, you have still, from the natural height 
of the place, a large prospect of Jerusalem, and the ad- 
jacent country, and of the Dead Sea, &e. 

From this place we descended the mount by another 
road. At about midway down, they shew you the place 
where Christ beheld the city and wept over it. Luke 
xix, 41. And at the bottom of the hill, they shew you 
Gethsemane, an even plat of ground, not above fifty-seven 
yards square, lying between the foot of Mount Olivet, 
and the brook Cedron. It is well planted with olive 
trees, and those of so old a growth, that they are believ- . 
ed to be the same that stood there in our blessed Saviour’s 
time. In virtue of which persuasion, the olives, and 
olive stones, and oil which they produce, become an ex- 
cellent commodity in Spain. But that these trees can- 


i 
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not be so ancient as is pretended, is evident from what 
Josephus testifies lib. vii. Bell. Jud. cap. 15. and in other 
places, viz. that Titus, in his siege of Jerusalem, cut 
down all the trees within about one hundred furlongs of 
Jerusalem; and that the soldiers were forced to fetch 
wood so far for making their mounts, when they assault- 
ed the temple. 

At the upper corner of the garden is a flat naked ledge 
of rock, reputed to be the place on which the apostles 
Peter, James, and John fell asleep during the agony of 
our Lord. And a few paces from hence is a grotto, said 
to be the place in which Christ underwent that bitter 
part of his passion. 

About eight paces from the place where the apostles 
slept, is a small shred of ground, twelve yards long and 
one broad, supposed to be the very path on which the 
traitor Judas walked up to Christ, saying Hail Master! 
and kissed him. This narrow path is separated by a wall 
out of the midst of the garden, asa terra damnata: a 
work the more remarkable as being done by the Turks, 
who, as well as Christians, detest the very ground on 
which was acted such an infamous treachery.” 

[To be continued. } 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


THE YOUNG CONVERT. 


Do not treat the young convert with cold reserve. 
Do not suspect his motives. Do not suffer others to 
calumniate him in your presence, without calm rebuke. 
Reprove in meekness those who assail him with sarcasm, 
or attack the weakness of his faith. Let such enemies 
of the young convert know that their weapons of war- 
fare are drawn from the infernal world, and that they 
are coadjutors of the Devil. What! shall one human be- 
ing delight in destroying another! Tell the young con- 
vert not to suffer any of these things to move him: For 
Jesus ‘‘will feed his flock like a shepherd; He will gather 
the lambs within his arms; he will carry them in His bo- 
som, and they shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of His hands.” 


Ir has been well observed, that if sorrow could enter 
heaven, it would be occasioned by the reflection that we 
had done so little for CHRIST on earth. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
A CHRISTIAN’S DUTY. 


Every faculty of our mind, and every member of our 
body, should unreservedly be consecrated to the service 
of Jenovan, that we may live unto Him, who hath cre- 
ated us for His own glory, and hath redeemed us by the 
inost precious blood of His own dear Son. Whenever, 
therefore, my brethren, an application is made to you, 
to assist in any designs for promoting the general good, 
or lifting immorta! souls from a state of degradation to 
enjoy the inestimable blessing of civilization and chris- 
tianity, remember, that such designs proceed from the 
benign iniluence of the Holy Spirit, and are sanctioned 
by His authority; and that every omisssion of promoting 
the glory of God our Saviour, and the temporal, spiritual 
and eternal welfare of our fellow-creatures, according 
to the ability which God hath given us, is registered in 
the books of heaven, and must be accounted for in the 
day of judgment. For this is the judgment of Him 
who cannot lie. ‘To him that knoweth to do good, and 
dveth it not, to him it is sin.” 


}. 
CHRIST A PATTERN OF MEEKNESS,. 


Jo then and imitate, in your daily intercourse with 
ene another, the temper of him, who, as he died for 
your redemption, so also lived for your instruction. You 
will find diiliculties indeed. Meekness is natural to few, 
and can only be obtained by daily watchfulness and self 
correction; and after all will never be equally the grace 
of every Christian. And it will meet with different de- 
grees of opposition in different persons, from the natural 
bent of the heart. But it must be studied and desired, 
and in some measure practised by every christian. For 
we find from the place which our Saviour gives it, some 


of those qualities which will be required of all who aha 


enter into his rest. Therefore, it must be shown in a 

the various relations of life; shown by the christian 
parent, the christian husband, the christian child, the 
christian master, the christian servant: it must be seen 


that the disciples of so meek and lowly a Saviour are 
under a control which is not natural to them, which per- 
haps they formerly did not attempt to exercise, and 
which, without divine grace, they would not and could 
For the opposition of the natural heart 
must not be pleaded in excuse for the want of any of 


not cultivate. 


the qualities which our Lord requires; the Gospel not 
only prescribes rules, but promises power. Faithful is 
he who hath called us by the gospel, and willsuffer none 
of those who come unto him, and take his yoke upon 
them, to perish for want of those graces which they 
earnestly ask to be clothed with, and fervently pray him 
to bestow. 


RETIREMENT FROM THE WORLD. 


Like sweet music to the ear that is worried with a 
succession of discords—as retirement to the mind jaded 
with the tumult and distraction of life—-who, that hath 
gone with his Lord to the desert and to the mountain, 
would not wish the shades of the evening, and the beams 
of the morning, again and again to surprise him, in the 
posture of devout meditation and prayer? And who, 
that denies the soul that repose which is as essential to 
its welfare as air or food to the body, can wonder that it 
droops and languishes, amidst the ceaseless agitation of 
the world? Our Lord, though he shrank not from duty, 
loved retirement. It was there he sought to deepen his 
communion with God—he went apart to pray. It was 
thither he invited his disciples: ‘Come into the desert 
and rest awhile.” It was when, in the spirit of their 
Master, his little flock had closed the doors against the 
intrusion of the world, that he said to them, ‘*Peace be 
unto you.” Is it, then, likely, that the retirement, so 
precious to our Lord, and to his first and best followers, 
should be needless for ourselves? Child of the dust! how 
canst thou do without that which thy Redeemer so ear- 
nestly coveted? How canst thou hope, in the ceaseless 
whirl and tumult of thy feverish existence, to find 
leisure to be good? How can a life of perpetual agita- 
tion allow the lesson of truth to fasten on thy mind? Is 
not this sowing to the whirlwind—and what canst thou 
expect toreap? Learn, thou busy bustler in concerns of 
little worth, to be quiet. “Commune with thine own 
heart, and be still.” Go apart now, to sit in judgment 
upon thine own soul, for at the great day thou shalt 
stand apart to be judged. ‘My people,” itis said, ‘‘shall 
dwell in peaceable habitations, and in sure dwellings, 
and in quiet resting-places.”” Should we not then cherish 
here the peaceful graces which may fit us for such a 
world? Cunnigham. 


Our hearts, by the fall, are, in one respect, like the 
loacstone; we refuse gold, silver, and pearls, and only at- 
tract inferior earthly things, like steel and iron. 


Faith is the master-spring in religion. It is like a wa- 
ter-wheel in a complicated machine, that sets ten thous- 
and other wheels in motion. 


OBLTUARY. 


From the Correspondent. 
Louisville, Way 7th, 1331. 
Dear Brother,—I raise my pen to discharge the mourn- 
ful duty of recording the death of Sister Eliza B. Dor- 
sey, late consort of brother H. C. Dorsey, of this city. 
I have ever been averse to fulsome panegyric upon the 
lives: and characters of departed friends, yet 1 have no 
doubt, but a faithful unvarnished epitome of the life and 
death of departed worthies contributes largely to the 
edification and comfort of their surviving cotemporaries. 

The subject of this short and imperfect memoir, sus- 
tained a character in the maternal department of life 
and in the church of God, which should be known, to be 
remembered, and emulated. She was the daughter of 
Richard and Philippi Llewellen, formerly of Jefferson 
County, Va. where she was born in the year of our Lord 
1795.—We have learned but little of the years of her 
minority, only, that her affectionate parents had very ju- 
diciously embued her mind with a religious and chaste 
English education. At the age of seventeen she became 
seriously concerned for her future happiness, and with- 
out reserve dedicated herself to God and his cause, by 
uniting herself to the Protestant Episcopal Church. In 
this church she lived beloved, and died lamented. Ina 
short time after she connected herself with the people of 
God, she received an assurance of the forgiveness of her 
sins, and received the rite of confirmation agreeably to 
the usages of her church. In all her devotional exerci- 
ses, she was known to be extremely regular, and particu- 
larly to her private devotions; hence from the day of her 
espousals to Ged, to the day of her death, she never lost 
her assurance of justifying grace. 

In April 1822, she was called to the charge and super- 
intendence of three small and motherless children and 
placed at the head of a large family, by her intermar- 
riage with brother Dorsey. Here she was transfered to 
a station at once calculated to elicit every female virtue. 


To many who had been raised as tenderly as she had 


been, this would have been an insupportable burden.— 
Not sO however with her. She entered upon all the re- 
lative duties of domesti¢ life—all the difficulties and 
perplexities of mother and mistress with the cheerful- 
ness, ease and facility of anexperienced matron. It was 
in this twofold relation and under these circumstances 
that her virtues brightest shone. Her step-children re- 
ceived at once, all the maternal tenderness and attention 
due from an affectionate mother. In effect her step-chil- 
dren were her children, and when in the providence of 
God her number was increased, her own children and 
her step-children were one; nor could a stranger, though 
with them for months, note a distinction. Go step- 
mothers and emulate herexample. All may follow her 
closely through all the relations of life; as mistress, 
mother, companion, neighbor and friend.— Approve and 
imitate; but few shall be able to excel.—But above all, 
follow her to the house of God--to the house of prayer, 
and to the house of affliction and mourning. She was an 
Episcopalian; but she was not a bigot—the people of God 
were her people, of every name, and order--her univers- 
al charity embraced the pious and the good of all de- 
nominations, and acknowledged them christians. Her 
seat was uniformly filled in her own church, or in some 
other church of our city, and the prayer-meetings of 
other denominations, received much of her company and 
labours. The writer of this imperfect sketch has heard 
her pray when an holy pathos, ‘’and heavenly unction 
seemed to fill her whole soul. Her scrutinizing judg- 
ment had led her to appreciate the motives, and espouse 
the cause of the Protestant Methodist Church, and al- 
though she never perhaps had a temptation to forsake 
her own church, to join them, yet in her they uniformly 
found a zealous advocate, and aneflicient supporter. At 
our prayer-mectings and particularly our female prayer- 
meetings her labors were highly appreciated, and will 
be greatly missed. ‘But to do good and to communi- 
cate,” she was equally zealous, and had her means been 
commensurate with her unbounded philanthrophy, few, 
if any within her reach, would have suffered for want of 
afriend. No, her hand and heart were ever open to the 
afllicted poor to the extentof her ability. But we leave 
her in all the relations of life, to follow her to the last 
scene—to the closing trying conflict. The house of God, 
was the last house that she ever visited upon earth, and 
here for the last time she partook of the symbols of the 
broken body, and shed blood of herdying Saviour. This 
was an ordinance in which her soul was generally de- 
lighted, and particularly upon this occasion, as she was 
heard to express herself during her illness, she received 
much comfort. Here she received, no doubt, strength 
proportioned to the approaching conflict, and here for 
the last time she drank “of the fruit of the vine” until 
she was called to drink anew in her Father’s kingdom. 


She bore her last aflliction with great fortitude and pi- 
ons resignation, and to her pastor who conversed with 
her freely on the subject of her future prospects, she 
uniformly expressed a “strong hope through faith, and a 
resigned assurance of immortality and eternal life.” 
Indeed she seemed only waiting for the coming of her 
Lord. The author of this narrative visited her a few 
hours before her happy spirit took its departure. At 
his approach she-reached corth both her hands, and with 
her wonted smile, bade him a hearty welcome. During 
this last and interesting interview and final adieu, he 
asked her if she felt peace. Her reply was rational and 
distinct,-—-‘Yes, O yes! peace with all the world.’ These 
expressions broke from her lips under the most delight- 
ful impress of a heavenly smile—(This scene he trusts 
will never be effaced from his recollection.) He then 
asked her if he should sing and pray with her,—to which 
she repliec, *O yes, pray, but dont sing,” (it was believ- 
ed that singing affected her head.) In this last act of de- 
votion she responded with all thataccuracy of judgment, 
fervour of devotion, and heavenly pathos, of a soulnear 
the confines of a better world. ‘*The chamber where 
the christian meets his fate is privileged beyond the 
common walks of virtuous life; quite in the verge of 
heaven.” 

Thus lived sister Eliza B. Dorsey, and thus she fell 
asleep in theearms of Jesus. Her funeral was attended 
by an tnusual concourse of ladies, and her remains were 
deposited in the house appointed for all living, on the day 
(Good Friday) upon which the earthly tabernacle of her 
Lord was embalmed and laid in Joseph’s Sepulchre.— 
Her husband, children, and numerous family connexions, 
are left to mourn her loss. Yet they “sorrow not as 
those who have no hope”—for ‘behold she is not dead, 
but sleepeth,” and shall again awake at the resurrection 
of the just, and at the sound of the last trump—when 
death shall be swallowed up of victory. Hence we 
write, ‘“‘Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord, from 
henceforth, yea saith the spirit, that they may rest from 
their labours, and their works do follow them.”—Amen, 

A FRIEND, 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


ORIGINAL POETRY. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


A MAN IN HELL. 


“Lost! lost! forever lost!” 
And as the words 
Startled my wond’ring soul, I turn’d and saw,— 
Walking upon the black and barren shore, 
On which the liquid fire in billows dash’d,— 
A form of man! a ruin’d, haggard form, 
With eyes of agony and frowns of wo. 


‘Lost! lost! forever lost!’ 
And as he spoke 
In worst despair he wail’d and gnash’d his teeth. 


“Lost! lost! forever lost!’ 
And the firm tone 
Told that his soul had summoned all its strength, 
To pour again upon the airy gloom 
The sorrows pf imprisonment in Hell. 


‘‘As the strong wind a moment blows aside 
Yon clouds of smoke, o’erhanging my abode, 
I see afar the Earth on which I dwelt. 
Ha! at the sound again its calm blue sky, 
Its hills and vales, enrob’d in dewy green, 
And its cool, purling waters—aye! its founts 
Cold from the rocks!—alas! my parched tongue! 
Curst be the power that brings such scenes to view, 
That makes me seem to see and hear and taste 
The streams refreshing, while my mouth and throat 
Are dry and hot, and all around is fire, 
And all above is suffocating smoke! 
No drop comes down—no oozing moisture here 
Dampens the burning soil. How plenty there! 
When slight exertion flush’d my healthful frame, 
The well was at my side, and the full cup 


_ Supplied my thirst!” 


Again he gnash’d his teeth; 
He wail’d, and as he wail’d, he wept--wept tears 
That stood, like molten lead-drops, on his cheeks. 
His yoice was heard again:— 

more than fool! 
Mad! mad! deliriously mad! to choose, 


rp pn the path that brought my footsteps here. 
Oh! 


I remember my dear mother’s tears— 
My father’s pray’rs—my sister’s loving words— 
The preacher’s warnings and the Bible’s too— . 
And the kind spirit whisp’ring to my heart! 
But the world tempted—and I was its slave! 
My passions prompted—and I was their slave! 
And he that zoverns here and suffers most, 
He lied, and I believ’d—and was his slave! 
And I am lost! lost! lost!—forever lost! 
Aha! aha! Earth! with thy blue serene— 
And hills and dales in dewy freshness clothed— 
And with thy rippling streams! thy rippling streams! 
Aha! thy rippling streams!—farewell! farewell!” 
And as he cried, a cloud of darkest smoke 
Veil’d from his view his native star-like orb. 


Again he walk’d the shore, with hurried pace: 
And ever and anon he gazed above. 
At length a parting in the clouds was seen, 
Wide, in the zenith—and he lifted up 
His aching arm, and, pointing to the space, 
‘‘There—there is Heaven! and let it shine! shine on 
Ye gates and walls and palaces! wave on 
Ye trees of life, in pleasant breezes wave! 
And flow—ye living waters!—gently flow! 
And bloom! ye banks! in spring immortal bloom! 
Shine! wave! flow! bloom! as now, so evermore! 
There are, of servile soul, unnumber’d hosts, 
Angelic call’d, and sainted, who have bow’d 
In coward homage to the Haughty one, 
To be his minions—to rejoice in Heaven. 
But never thus did I—nor would I now, 
Should ev'ry angel come with winning voice 
And tell me:—Kneel but once and Heaven is thine!” 


The lie was spoken, but it brought no peace. 
Th’ undying worm that to his heart-strings clung 


{ whose throne of reason, imagination has usurped, and f 


More fiercely gnaw’d them; and the poor wretch writh’d, | 
Till due confession faulter’d on his tongue:— 


“Yea, I would bow; but now, alas! alas! 
Too late! too late! release can ne’er be found— 
For I am lost! lost! lost!—forever lost!” 


“Bat even now my curse is not complete. 
Fain would I hear these waves forever dash— 
Forever breathe in this sulphureous night— 
Nor knew achange. But oh! the hour will come 
When I must leave these shades, and stand reveal’d 
In all my ruin—in full glare of light— 
Before the judgment seat!—while saints shall gaze, 
And angels, and shall tremble as they hear 
The record of my crimes—all—one by one— 
Told to the throng immense! How that I call’d 
God’s word a lie!—the Holy Ghost repulsed! 
And crucified the Son of God afresh! 
Ha! shall my tender mother’s tearful eyes, 
My father’s and my sister’s see me then? 
Yes—they,—array’d in ever-lovely youth, 
White-rob’d and crown’d with glory—-fit for Heaven! 
Shall see my ghastly form—black from the pit, 
And foul as hell; a loathsome thing accurs’d! | - 
Aye—they shall see me thus, and catch the sound 
From Jesus’ lips, confirming my sad lot:— 
‘Depart again to everlasting fire!” 
And I—the reprobate of all,—a lost, 
An outcast soul—joyless, unclean, abhorr’d, 
Shall come with songs of angels—sights of bliss: 
Thronging my mind; to meditate with grief 
Upon the broad disgrace stamp’d on my soul 
Full in the view of the whole universe! 
Shall come to bear the gnawings of this worm,— 
The burning of these flames;—the agony 
Of a soul used to hope, that cannot now 
Conceive a moment in eternity 
Of joy or ease:” 

And as he spoke, he shook 
With wo unknown to words;—-but, as he shook, 
He still Lost!” 
T. H. 8. 
June 15th, 1831. 


THE COMPASSION OF CHRIST. 


And how multiform are the miseries of human life. 
Yonder stands one, waiting for a hand to guide him. 
The eye is extinguished, and while day smiles on the 
face of nature, night gathers for ever around his head. 
There is another, whose ear never drank in a stream of 
melody—the organ is closed against strains, which steal 
through that avenue into the hearts of his neighbours— 
he never heard the sweet music of speech, nor petceiv- 
ed the tones of his own unformed, untuned, unmodulat- 
ed voice. Here is a third, who appears before me with- 
out the power of utterance—the spring of the tongue. 
was never loosed, and he never spake; the organs of 
speech are deranged, or were never perfectly formed— 
he hears tones which vibrate on his heart, but he cannot 
impart, through the same medium, the same pleasurable 
sensation. These could not escape the compassionate 
eyes of Jesus. He gives sight to the blind, hearing to 
the deaf, speech to the dumb, limbs to the maimed, 
health to the sick, strength to decrepitude. 

But yonder is the chamber of death, and darker is the 
cloud that broods there—where the tongue was silent, 
the eye was eloquent—when the palsied limbs refused 
to move, the ear heard, and discriminated sounds, which 
melt the passions, and stir the spirit within us; it was 
sad to tend the couch of sickness—but still we seemed 
to have some hold upon the sufferer, and he to have some 
interest in life. But that is the bed of mortality, and 
the young, the beautiful, the only hope of her family is 
stretched there—and there is Jesus also rousing her 
from death, as from a gentle slumber, and restoring her 
to the arms of her parents. There is yet another class 
of suffering worse than death. It glares in the eye, it 
raves in the voice, struggles in the limbs of that man, 


over the whole empire of whose mind madness reigns in 
all its accumulated horrors: visions, horrible visions of 
unreal and inconceivable objects, float before his disor- 
dered senses, while he hears not, he distinguishes not, he 
regards not, the voice of parent, or of wife, or of child, 
or of friend. The spirit sits surrounded by the ruins of 
nature, terrified amidst shattered and useless, or pervert- 
ed, organs, and covered with the midnight of despair. 
Oh! let the compassionate eye of the Saviour fix upon 
the object; and it does—he meets him coming from 
among the tombs, he speak the word, he calms the tem- 
pest; behold, the man sitting at his feet clothed, and in 
his right mind. He gave reason and understanding to 
the distracted, and release from the power of Satan to 


those who were possessed by him. Collyer. 
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